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S T.  J O H Nõ S   E P I S C O P A L   C H U R C H  ·   Y O U N G S T O W N 

òC hanged lives changing the 
worldó is such a good de-

scription of what St. Johnõs Epis-
copal Church in Youngstown does.  
Itõs what we are all about.  Itõs 
what we do.  What a wonderful 
feeling to be changed and to be a 
change agent!  As human beings, 
our desire is to make a difference.  
While we are here together at St. 
Johnõs, letõs do just that ð make a 
difference.  Letõs insure that our 
programs are enriched in the 
coming year; letõs care for our 
staff, our children, the commu-
nity, and each other; and letõs in-
sure a future for this wonderful 
church community.  We can do 
this, together, if each of us (each 
and every member of St. Johnõs) 
makes a financial pledge for 2012.   
What is St. Johnõs to you?  A 

welcoming, active church com-
munity?  A hard working, caring, 

WHAT DOES ST. JOHNõS DO? 

and welcoming group of people?  
An inner city church, focused on 
caring for the community?  A 
smart, intellectually engaged 
group of people from different 
backgrounds all of whom share a 
strong commitment to the Chris-
tian faith?  A church with a strong 
education program, loads of par-
ish activities, and a great music 
ministry?  A place of peace and 
tranquility where everyone is wel-
come to connect with God?  Fam-
ily and friends?  Inspiring tradi-
tional worship, the Boarõs Head 
Festival, and a glorious worship 
space?  An historically significant 
institution in the life of Youngs-
town?  Home? 

These are the kinds of things 
St. Johnõs members said back in 
2009 when the search committee 
asked for a description of St. 
Johnõs.  They said then, and we 

know now, that St. Johnõs is im-
portant to each of us and for dif-
ferent reasons.   
St. Johnõs is a warm and wel-

coming congregation; we minister 
to each other and to the commu-
nity. Letõs let our words and ac-
tionsñand yes, that includes our 
financial supportñspeak for us. 
òFor where your treasure is, there 
will your heart be alsoó (Matthew 
6:21).  Or, as this is often phrased 
today, observe where people 
spend their money; that reveals 
what they truly value in this life.  
So it is with each of us at St. 
Johnõs.  What we pledge to St. 
Johnõs for 2012 reveals a great 
deal about our own commitments 
and our spiritual journey.  Your 
gifts to St. Johnõs are wisely used 
and truly make a difference.  Is 
that not what we want, each of us, 
to be a part of something that 
changes lives?   

During this fall attention to 
stewardship, we are asking all pa-
rishioners of St. Johnõs to enter 
into a relationship with St. Johnõs 
and with each other by making a 
pledge of financial support. 

In the following pages, you 
will read about the many ways St. 
John's changes lives.  Let us work 
together to continue this work, 
and, with God's help, change the 
world.   
 Barbara Faires 
 Stewardship Committee Chair 
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C H A N G E D   L I V E S   ·   C H A N G I N G   T H E   W O R L D 

P roverbs tells us that we 
should òtrain children in the 

right way, and when they are old, 
they will not stray from 
itó (Proverbs 22:6).  At St. Johnõs, 
we recognize that Christian 
òtrainingóñwhat we call 
òformationóñis about training 
children to be followers of Christ.  
Itõs about changing their lives now, 
so that when they grow up, they 
will also work to change the lives 
of those around them for the bet-
ter.  Loving God, loving their 
neighbor, changing the world.  
There it is againñchanged lives 
changing the world.   
At St. Johnõs, our dedicated 

volunteers work hard to provide 
space for the children of St. Johnõs 
to develop and grow in their spiri-
tual lives.  Our Godly Play pro-

gram fosters the innate 
spirituality of children 
and encourages their 
imagination in experi-
encing the mystery of 
God.  The children learn 
Biblical stories using 
beautiful, handcrafted 
materials.  They work 
together to plan their 
own worship and learn 
the traditions and prac-
tices of our historical 
Christian faith all in a 
caring, supportive envi-
ronment.   
      St. Johnõs volunteers 
and staff also support the 

Southeast Mission Area Youth Min-
istry.  This ministry, which began 
in 2010, brings together youth 
from throughout the Mission Area 
(from Warren to Steubenville) for 
faith, fun, and service.   
In 2012, St. Johnõs will host a 

science enrichment program in 
conjunction with Williamson Ele-
mentary.  This ambitious program 
will help prepare 5th grade stu-
dents to take  the OAA exams by 
giving them hands-on science edu-
cationñlooking at stars, growing 
plants, and (the rectorõs favorite) 
blowing stuff up.  This program 
will bring together volunteers 
from St. Johnõs, Williamson, YSU, 
and other area organizations to 
make a real difference in the lives 
of children and in  Youngstown. 

CHANGING LIVES ONE CHILD AT A TIME 
Christian Education at St. Johnõs and beyond 

Christian Education as a 
percentage of the budget 
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CHANGING LIVES ONE HEART AT A TIME 
Loving God in Sacred Space 

The best day of my life 
happened at St. Johnõs and 
with people from St. Johnõs. 

-Christine Cossler 

Worship and Music as a 
percentage of the budget 

Building and Grounds as a 
percentage of the budget 

B eautiful worship is the great 
heritage of the Episcopal 

Churchñworship that draws us 
into the mystery and wonder of 
God, worship that connects us 
to our Christian forbears who 
have worshiped God òin the 
beauty of holinessó for nearly 
two thousand years.  Our 
beautiful church is part of our 
great heritage at St. Johnõsña 
stunning space to encounter 
God, a stunning space to find 
peace, consolation, and joy.   

Our worship is meaningful 
and this space so sacred, in part, 
because of what we have done 
here.  For some of us, the most 
meaningful and important days 
of our lives have happened in 
worship and in this space.  The 
baptisms of our children, 
grandchildren, and godchildren; 
our weddings and the weddings 
of our friends and family; the 
memorial services where we 

remembered our friends and 
loved ones all happened with 
these prayers, these hymns, and 
in this space.  For some of us, it 
was riding the log or serving as 
a Yule log page in the Boarsõ 
Head Festival.  For some, maybe 
it was the quiet beauty of òSilent 
Nightó at the candlelit Christmas 
Eve service or òHail thee festival 
dayó at Easter.  Perhaps it was 
William Byrd at the blessing of 
the animals.  Perhaps it was 
passing the peace with that 
newly met friend or the sermon 
that said a much needed word of 
encouragement.  For some of 
us, there have been too many 
moments of quiet beauty, 
rapturous joy, and powerful 
solemnity.  In any case, each of 
us has come away with changed 
hearts.  And like so many people 
before us, we have come away 
changed people. 
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LOVING OUR NEIGHBORS AND CHANGING THE WORLD  
A History of Serving the Valley  

òI love St. Johnõs and the 
Episcopal Church 
because I can think for 
myself while living out a 
rigorous spiritual life.ó   

-Dr. Philip Maiden 

S t. Johnõs is known through-out the Valley for serving 
people.   
 In the early 1980s, when 
many of the steel plants closed, 
St. Johnõs began the Red Door 
Café.  Since then, the people of 
St. Johnõs and supporting or-
ganizations have made and 
served well over 50,000 meals.  
As grocery stores in the city 
closed, St. Johnõs expanded the 
Café and created the Red Door 
Pantry, which now distributes 
food to nearly 50 people a 
month. 
 Nearly 70% of our diocesan 
assessment, close to $40,000, 
goes to the outreach and justice 
missions of the Episcopal Dio-
cese of Ohio.  The Diocese, in 
turn, sends much more back to 
the Mahoning Valley in support 

of several social service or-
ganizations that help those in 
need, including Habitat for 
Humanity, Help Hotline, In-
terfaith Home Maintenance, 
Needleõs Eye, Protestant Cam-
pus Ministry, Protestant Fam-

ily Services, and the Ursuline 
Sisters HIV/Aids Ministry.  The 
Help Hotline Senior line, for 
instance, is entirely funded by 
money from the Diocese of 
Ohioõs Episcopal Community 
Services.  St. Johnõs continues to 
support Wick Neighbors, Inc., a 
non-profit economic develop-
ment organization working to 
rebuild the Smoky Hollow 
neighborhood and downtown 
Youngstown.  The offices for 
Wick Neighbors are now 
housed at St. Johnõs. 
 Perhaps even more impor-
tant are the roles played by St. 
Johnõs parishioners in the com-
munity.  St. Johnõs parishioners 
lead and do hands-on work for 
many of the organizations al-
ready named.  Members have 
served and continue to serve as 
board presidents, board mem-
bers, and volunteers of Habitat 
for Humanity, Help Hotline, 
Interfaith Home Maintenance, 
and more.   

Mission and Outreach as a 
percentage of the budget 


